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agitation which the Akalis intend to carry on in connection
with such restoration will be on an independent footing and
will be purely a separate movement.

(b) In connection with the movement for control of gurd-
waras in every case of disputed control or possession, the
matter should be referred to arbitration. In the case of
historical gurdwaras, it will be assumed that all such gurdwaras
must remain in the control of the S.G.P. Committee. But
the question of fact whether a particular gurdwara is or is
not historical will be a subject matter of arbitration, and
the burden of proving that it is so will lie on the shoulders
of the S.G.P. Committee.

With reference   to all other gurdwaras,   all  the  facts  in
dispute should be a subject matter of arbitration.

In the event of the party in possession of such gurdwaras
declining to surrender control to the S.G.P. Committee or to
refer the matter in dispute to arbitration, the Akalis would
be free to take such direct action as is consistent with non-
violence in the strictest sense of the term.
(3) Full assurance and, therefore, a document intended for
publication, signed by all the principal leaders or on behalf
of the S.G.P.C., giving a description of the methods which
will clearly set forth all the implications of non-violence.
By the term I do not wish to convey that non-violence is
to be regarded in the document referred to above as the
final creed of the Sikhs, which I know it is not. But I do
understand that their methods, so far as this Gurdwara move-
ment is concerned, will be absolutely non-violent, that is to
say, the Akalis will be non-violent in thought, word and deed
in connection with all persons, whether Government officials,
English and otherwise, or whether members of the public
belonging to any denomination whatsoever, who may be
regarded as opponents of the objects of the Akali move-
ment. Absolute adherence to truth I regard as an integral
part of any scheme of non-violence, whether it is temporary
or permanent and whether it is restricted to persons or places.
It, therefore, admits of no diplomacy, as we understand the
term, and it rejects altogether the prevailing normal idea

State of Patiala. The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandhak Committee, a body
in charge of Sikh religious affairs, contended that the abdication was not
voluntary and demanded that the Maharaja be restored to his throne. Vide
India fa 1923-24.